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FREGCH POLITIZAL PUZZLE 
ANHCR: 

FRENCH POLITICAL O6SH°.Y0°. ARE YONDFRING WHAT EFFECT FRANCE'S 
ECOMOMIC RECOVERY PLAI! “'ILL HAVE ON THE COUNTRY'S POLITICAL 
FUTURE. FROM PARIS, VOA CORRES®CrDENT JOH! BUE HAS THESE 
OBRSERVATIG:S, 

VOICE: 

It A TELEVISIO# ADORESS, THIS "EEK (9/29), PRESIDENT GISCARD 

D'TESTAING SAID THE ECOreniC EMESGTNCY WHICH FRANCE IS TRYING TO 


COUNTER SETH ITS 61! AMTI-TFLATION PLA® REQUIRES A NATIONAL 


EFFORT, “LET US AVOID ALL THAT DIVIDFS," HE SAID, “LET US NOT 
POUR INVECTIVE UPO! EACH OTHTR. LET US RALLY THOSE WHO KNO!: 
DEEP DOWN DESPITE THE DIVERSITY OF THEIR POLIT4CAL VIEWS THAT 
THIS 1S A QUESTION OF HATIOHAL INTERSST." 

PERHAPS THIS WISE COUI'SSL ILL BE HEEDED IN THE LONG RUN 
SY THOSE HAINLY RESPONSISLE FOR THE NATION'S ECOHOMY. THE 
PRESIDERT HAS GIVEN HIS ECONO:-:13T PREMIER RAYHOND BARRE UNTIL 
THE END OF HEXT YEAR TO PUT THE PLAG FULLY INTO EFFECT, 

BUT AS OF HO, THe POLITICAL PARTIES In FRAHCE ARE NOT 
FOLLO'NING THE PRESIDEWT'S ADVICE. THE LEFT IS DERIDIWG THE 
PLAN AS INSUFFICIENT AND UNFAIR, THE TWO MAIN LABOR UNIONS 
HAVE CALLED A ONE-DAY PROTEST STRIKE EARLY IN OCTOBER. ALL 
THIS “4S EXPECTED AND DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEA THE UNIONS WILL 
TAKE ANY DRASTIC MEASURES SUC'! AS PROLO.IGED STRIKES LIKELY TO 
FURTHER DAHAGE THE ECG'OHY. 

ALSO TO DCE EXPECTED, BUT PERHAPS POTENTIALLY MORE DAMAGING 
TO THE PRESIDENT, ARE FORCES WITHIN THE POWERFUL GAULLIST PARTY 


-- A MEHBER OF THE GOVERNECHT COALITION -- WORKING AGAINST THE 
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PRESIDENT'S CALL FOR HON-PARTISANSHIP IN COPING WITH THE ECONOMIC 
EMERGENCY, FORMER PREMITR JACQUES CHIRAC, WHO RESIGNED LAST 
MONTH BECAUSE HE DISAGROES WITH THE PRESIDENT, IS CALLING UPON 
THE GAULLISTS TO HODERINTZ= THES =LVES. HE WANTS THE:| TO START 


IMMEDIATELY AN AGRESSIVE CAIPAIC:! TO AVERT A POSSIPLE VICTORY 


BY THE LEFT IN PARLIAMErTARY ELECTIONS TO DE HELD WITHIN 
EIGHTEEN MOHTHS. 

THE COMING YEAR "ILL REVEAL THE RESPECTIVE STRENGTHS OF THE 
PRESIDENT*S NON-PARTISAN APPRO,.CH AID THE CONFRONTATIONAL ONE 
ADVOCATED BY THE LEFT AMD SY MISTER CHIRAC. AT THIS STAGE, THE 
ONLY CERTAINTY SEEMS TO SE THAT IF THE GOVERNMENT'S ECOMOMIC PLAN 
FAILS, THE COMMUNTST-SOCIALIST ALLIAHCE'S CHANCES OF WINNING 
A HAJORETY IM PARLIANE!T ELCHTED:! MOTHS HENCE WILL BE GREATLY 


IMPROVED, 


GH/CAK 


